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How the most prolific architecture firms in the five boroughs
are winning commissions and adjusting

to the latest marl<et realities

Pipeline prep
Atthe same tine, architects are preparing
for the next lvave ofu'ork.

Residential construction spending -
rrhich reached $16 billion in 2ot6 - i\
expecteci to drop to 5j11.6 biliion in 2oti
and then to $10.6 billion in 2019, accordirg .

to estimates frorn the Nev York Building
Congress.

But both affbrdable housing and the
cit)"s aging infrastructure are considered

promising near-term opportrll1iiies.

Magnus Magnusson, lbunder ofNIa,g

nusson Architecture and Planning, lvhich
took the No. 21 spot with 3.o1 milliol
square 1'eet across 30 projects, noted that
attitudes towald affbrdable housing design

hal'e evolved overthe past 3o )ears.
FIis firm has been world[g on the Melrose

Comrnors I r'bar Rencual Plan, llre mas.ir e

affordable housing development in the
South Bronx. since the late 198os. The
project. $'hich is now in its final phase, not

,r,lr.pliLr,ed a I ole irt elevating how affordaltlc
,1,icr't. ,11 1,er, c:rLd br thr de.ign

communiq'. ire said, but it also helped the
lirm score other sinilarjobs.

'\Ve kind of lell into it, and I think after
rrc did our fir.t .dibldahle lrousing prnje, r

in 1989, it got us a Iot ofattention;'he slrid.
''People weren't thinking of aflbldable
housing a-s proj ects u,orthy ofdesign au,ards."
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